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A critique of the CND and Peace (non) Movement. 


The Campaign For Nuclear Disarmament has been in existance for 
over 25 years now. It is the largest political movement in the world 
and can easily command turnouts of a quarter of a million at National 
demonstrations, but, as such, it has achieved sweet f.a. CND didn't 
work in the 60s and it won't work now. 

CND is merely another disguised form of State control. The CND 
leaders recieve £250 6 week. It has a hierarchy, a beurocracy and, as 
with all sucn organisations, everything just boils down to money. You 
have to pay to join, then you must abide by their rules, being careful 
not to step out of line. You march with them in an orderly fashion, 
chant the same old slogans, don't say the wrong thing and generally 
toe the unremitting parliamentary line, (a reliance on the Labour 
the same party who, in the late 60s, had Polaris missiles and 
submarines installed after getting into power by promising not to). 
They play the game by the system's rules, they won't demand anything 
or oppose the government in any way. Any direct confrontation, any 
real protest, is too uncomfortable for them. They argue that a Nuclear 
Freeze would be the first step on the path to peace, but have we got 
time to do things in stages? Cruise missiles are already on British 
Soil, and thus, in the event of a war we would be a prime target. CND 
is putting too much energy into the tip of the iceberg, when it is the 
threat of all State war and violence that must be eradicated. 

Where CND once wanted complete military disarmament, it has 
moved to keeping conventional weaponry and now only wants a freeze on 
Nuclear arms. And what would a Nuclear freeze achieve any-way? The 
Super-powers would still have the capacity to destroy our planet 
several times over, even if they halted the escalation of the arms 
race tomorrow. Sod all is said about Chemical and Biological warfare 
and the fact that they can have equally devestating effects. 

Poxy demos in Hyde Park every year change nothing. They 
just serve to give power-hungry politicians an excellent oppertunity 
to electioneer for the votes of the youth. More militant protests 
such as 'Stop The City' (denounced by the CND as being "Too violent") 
are infinitely more successful in terms of getting ideas across to 
people than any march is ever likely to be, as it confronted the War 
Machine at its' very root. Lets have more positive actions like 'Stop 
The City' and less time spent on innefectual ‘protest’ if we really 
want our leaders to stand up and take notice of us. 


Greenham women everywhere-PEACE OFF! 
¥ RET It is depressingly 


frequent that we see newspaper 
photographs of peace 
demonstrators being britalised 
by The Filth, but, as if 
spititually elated, putting up 


in a useless gesture of defiance, 
action’. 


. DIRECT ACTION -| 

e mea DYKE STYLE: 
(And I bet NATO ere scered shitless!) 
i 


no physical resistance. The beurocracy of the peace movement seems 
morbidly celebrate such imagery and pacifists seem to wallow jn @ 
masochistic desire for physical pain at the recieving end of The Long 
Arm Of The Law. It is indeed a sorry state of affairs when 70 
lieing across the road outside the Stock Exchange and getting 
constitutes some tremendous 


The peace camps set up at the sites of ‘nuclear bases 9°t 2 
lot of publicity, which is a good thing, but the overall effect +5 


Of YOU!) 


7% of the Nation owns 84% of 


the country's wealth. Ostienta 

decadence are visible every day. phon? 
rich parade their wealth infront of | 
in the form of motorised status 
symbols. The upper class spend more o; 
one spin of a roulette wheel = é: 


of us 


than we 


see in our entire lifetime. They 5s 

it up in posh hotels, rake 
nightclubs while we have to struqg] 
make ends meet. They have whole > °° 
mansions and estates to themselves 
while families are forced to live in 
squalor and degredation. 


casinos and 


It is these bastards who we 


should channel our rage against, not 
white against black, 
Our political activity must be a doagedg 
and uncompromising persuit of our class 
enemy. 
system's prime strategy for keeping us 
fighting amongst ourselves, é 
letting those responsible for the 
injustice and exploitation we live 
under recieve the full brunt of our 
instinctive class hatred. But, it is 
not our 
want to impress on these scum-bags, 
just the tread of our footwear! 


United vs. City, 


‘Divide and rule’ is the 


instead of 


‘Proletarian antagonism’ we 


This is Class War! 


The working class 
consists of all those who are wage 
slaves, unemployed, at school etc 
but is this definition enough? No! 
- It is activity that makes class 
war, without revolutionary 
struggle, class is just 4 persons 
background. 

Britain has the oldest 
working class in the world. The 
pride of this class is in its’ 
character, its' culture and its' 
traditions. But this also has a 
useless and reactionary side; 
inverted snobbery, which boasts 
such miserable compensations for 
poverty as tepid beer, football, 
horse-racing, patriotism and a 
general ignorance. In political 
terms this has been exploited by 
the Labour Party. 

It's not enough to 
defend the class as it is today. 
Class liberation has got to be 
the goal of our struggle. We want 
the total dissolution of the 
class structure and subsequent 
abolition cf capitalist 
exploitation of work. 

Class struggle 
at a 'down-turn' under the 
Tories. If anything it's more 
intense, with higher stakes, The 
problem is recognising where it iS. 
Look at crime figures, vandalism, 
rioting, squatting etc. all 
products of this sick society. The 
Ruling class recognises this? look 
at what they're doing to the law; 
Police Bill, DHSS regulations, to 
the WARfare State. All further 
attempts toe tighten the noose 
around the neck of the working 
class. Whether they succeed or 
not is up to us. Don't let the 
bastards grind you down! 


isn't 


people 
nicked 
i@irect 


a 


to 


The fist of fury 


The political Left want reform, as opposed to radical 
revolutionary change. They seek to prove political credability 
by getting involved in single issue causes, "Student solidarity 
eye Gay black whales against the bomb" they whimper, bleat and 
Whine’ it seems any mealy-mouthed Liberal can be a trendy lefty 
~ . In their ever increasingly hysterical quest for 
assimilation into ethnic minorities, they will turn a blind eye 
to Black Racism (coloured anti-white prejudice being a taboo in 
political circles) ,accept elements of Asian capitalism and 
exploitation of their workers, the bigotries of West Indian 
culture and Rastafarianism, an extreme Right Wing religious cult 
with the ideas that "Whiteman is the purgatory I and I must 
endure to reach Babylon, the land of Jah" and "woman was made 
for man" as 2 of its' basic principles, where-as, if any whites 
came out with such filth they'd be pounced upon as 'No fun 
Nazis'. The anti- white sentiments of the caucasian-guilt 
seething, middle class (and guilty about it) extreme left 
constantly bombard us with dogma about the "rights" of 
coloured immigrants, but surely in this "multi-racial society", 
everyone should have equal rights and oppertunities, irrespective 
of colour or creed. One of the most alarming aspects of this 
trend is ‘positive discrimination’. In effect this means that in 
the eyes of the GLC or similar slime it is not only perfectly 
legal but good to refuse a white a job or house because of the 
colour of their skin, but it is an outrage to deny a black 
employment or housing for the same reason. Leftist politics are 
awash with double standards. 

Commies will enevitably accuse even mild patriotism 
as absolute nationalism, being oblivious to tHe difference 
between a basically applitical persons love for their country's 
character and heritage and the predominantly Fascist inspired 
beliefs of National Socialism. 

Almost all Red scum seem to regard the IRA and 

plinter groups with some sort of angelic awe. 
frequently support nationalism in other countries, 
including Ireland, but will be the first to oppose it in their 
own country. Also, it is safe =o support nationalism in other 
countries because you aren't the one who risks getting a bullet 
in the head. No, the IRA is overtly Nationalistic and homophobic, 
Look at any 
and the NF have so much in common! 


associated 
Communists 


Royal, a high Tory MP plus loads of pigs and squaddies 


SMASH COMMUNISM 
SMASH THE STATE! 


but believes in farming/workers' 
NF manifesto ané you'll see virtually, exactly the same policies and at 
But will these poxy red flag waving tossers realise this? 
Unfortunatley, they just failed’to blow up the Prime Minister and her cabinet, they've taken o 
..well done! - but if they're that clever why do th 


ce-ops 


have to indescriminately bomb pubs and shops - putting ordinary peoplés' lives at risk? 


It is the British Army who 


Czechlosvakia 


reinforcements of British troops to 


forces. On "Bloody Sunday" 


England should 
strategic liability. 
even think of doing the 


ommies any 
party which is secularist, and 


faith in 
armed struggle a holy crusade. 


Loyalist Protestant paramilitary g 
their terrorism, as if the UDA and 
methods in the name of 
Pascists haven't been 
atrocities far succeeding those of 
and INLA 


\D GET THE BASTARDS 
TO 


E are at war - CLASS WAR. 


Ireland. 
war - a 
British Imperialism - but, 


the ruled against the rulers. 

Besides, many irish people are not bothered about 
struggle, they simply want the British Army invaders out of 
not too much to ask? 

Yes, indapendance and self-determination 
first step towards the breakdown of this, and all, 

The most fearful fact is that the institutions and technology 


for Ireland and its’ 


the religious and na 
their country and peace to follow, 


inflame the situation anyway. They have occupied 
pretty much the same way as the Russians invades A: 
(there's Socialism for you!) 
America, but that does not give the Provos the right, or the mora! 
justification of 'Armed struggle for the liberation of the I 
to brutally murder British civilians. 
In 1969 the Labour government first sent extensive 
N. Ireland, 
‘Irish problem’ would soon be solved and that they were occupying 
Ireland to ‘keep the peace’, after nationalists had sucessfully defended 
their streets against a massive onslaught by the Loyalist security 
soldiers opened fire on a peaceful ‘Civil 
Rights’ march, resulting in tremendous deaths and woundings. The 
British Army of occupation had snown its' 
The Communist Party had a line in the late 1950s that said 
INVADE Northern Ireland tc prevent it becoming a 
Red slime support the Provos, as if they would 
A fanatically religious 
Catholic Militia is hardly going to be very sympathetic to a political 
the fact Catholicism is the minority 
Britain doesn't make the (predominantly Fenian) Republican 


ang 


favours 


hern Ireland in 
chanistan and 
the yanks invaded South 


nh people’ 


telling us that tne 


true colours. 


The NF, BM and other Nazi bastards identify with the Ulster 
ps and condemn th< Provos for 

IVF ete. have not employed similar 
the Red Hand and Orange State, and Foreign 
responsible for cold-blooded terrorist 

the Tri-colour and AK47 toting IRA 
. (the Bologna station massacre for instance). 

Leftist propaganda concerning the Irish crisis always says 
where's a war going on", but this situation is hardly unique to 


They claim it's a specific type of 


people, but that should only be the ¢& 


centralised Nation States. we 


used to ho 


liberation struggle waged by the Republicans against 


it is just a sectarian form of the same war, 


tionalist side of the 


surely that's 


1d Ireland in subjection 


& 


PRESS BLACKOUTS AND LIES — 


. : : . — BUT STILL WE GROW 


Lad 


at > As tte spoke, the 
umber o€ dage jrew to 30 


or 30, sticks and 1 shoe were 


a 


& yy hurled throush the air, the 

i age £7" police moved ia, and four 

A RAGGED army of Over a year ago the first issue of Class ‘ men, chat F ental t 
4 * F ae ( ragged ut of the crowd, 

Ainge anarchists and = War was produced by 3 people in Wales and sold under & thefime Mr Rinnoce was 


quoting Tennyson on a thou. 
sand years of peace, quite an 
active little riot was in prov 
gress. [ nave no idea what 
about, and neither had 
anyone I asked. 

But earlier 1 had bought, 
10p, a aews-sheet called Class 
War, Plainly it had, nothing 
to do with CND, Under a 
headline, " Rich Bastards Be- 
ware.” it advised readers, 
next time they saw rich bas: 
‘ards, t0 jostle ther, gob at 
them, spray paint on’ their 
walls, and hang around in 
large enough numbers to 
make them feel uneasy 


“Fuck getting 250,000 


funsics ware planning a thousand copies. Now on its' 12th, issue Class War 
another day of chaos is a monthly, setling in excess of 5000 copies. 


oe ey, mintiog This time last year there was no such 
in a uunbledgwn aust thing as an anarchist movement in Britain. There was 
G stursis didttet: yy, a social scene, made up of a rag-t 
Pings jamming PuCE ~—s had nothing in common except the « 
wes eh transmitter 
Many were 


‘ a label ‘anarchist’ 
ee ee Y  pacifists, some continued to jerk 
onary ey shomm =o of fF over the rotting corpse of 
Gity campaigns which caused Spanish syndicalism, others wanted 
sungisn ind "realed 95 Live in teepees. They were 

a, irrelevant to social revolution and 


Propagands passed 

io ucla tea = 

around jucluaing @ eueehlt, © were regarded as cranks or a joke to 
Wan ‘alk 


Wactore, mun walk cgy = the majority of working class people. to tramp. like sheep 
and Sepicied s cartoon of ran people. a heaueh London to listen to 
Blo read: "such, scum , Now things have changed. =~ Bw TYPIGAL Cell. MEMBER! Mike Joan Ruddock and Bruce 
faa all sous gurvile lack" The Class War movement is fertile A TYE ol, MEMBERS | Kent, ‘telling them 10, 9 
umbered 1" , breeding ground for an insurrectionary fight-back. Just get 5.000 ee uuprat 
Faon “EVENING STANDARD At actions like 'Stop the City’ thousands of militants came Just pet Std Cure our class 
- 4 group onto the streets to fight the police, smash up the property of the rich =" ene ve ee 
of political mutters and, for a day at least, sense their strength. jo out on the streets alone, 
He Oe ear Thete are Class War type groups all over the country.. -London, mst seaeed oo a 
gnarviust violence. Brighton, Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield, Bradford, Exeter, stoke, Cardiff, inem [ive under siege condi 
haniNtyueuyingio Swansea, Glasgow, Edinburgh and elsewhere ~ all of which are involved in Mons Behind ockel: donee lf 
gatubefe healthy activities. : Ramee 
muners. peace marchers As Class War is the fastest growing anarchist group around not it, A clever parody? f have 
scien senoolds, MY = only the popular media but the Gstablished anarchist press have had to mo, idea aay. more, haat 
Deut ines a CxO dems = resort to lies ‘and slander against us and are united in their attempts to FROM “THE GUARDIAN” 
whut twirmoatnea do a hatchet job on us. 

erga ee ae er cnarcho-pacifist paper "Freedom" runs a regular anti-Class ctne Campaign for Nuclear 
oie power «= War cartoon strip, entitled “Krondstadt Kids", which depicts working Disarmament said yesierday of 
Wiss youth with any fight in them as complete morons. It has also a8 eee eeapa catito 
Compared us to Dennis Nilsen, the Muswell Hill butcher, and has referred Take port in its demonstration 
fo ns as "The real wankers in the movement" ("Mental masturbation in an agai President Ree 

anarchist rag"being something the Freedom Collective seem more than Saturday. 
proficient at). But the anarchists — who 
The pacifist paper "Peace News" calls us "blood-lusting", hate taben at oe 
"psychopaths", "murderous", "obscene", “vile”, “disgusting” and an array Siganising their own demon 
of similar adjectives, giving an image of us as a bunch of axe-weilding stfation aqnnst ue, President 
homicidal maniacs. Needless to sayicnare sree multitude of wonsenvely and jing ibis week's economic 

i aes ‘a xr i: . f 
appropriate to Peace News; “Shit” being the irst to apeing ave Beene ee aa 
ried that anarchists groups, 
potential ‘coppers nark' Such as Class War would 
mentality, who would attach sbemualves to. Une pro: 
probably grass us up to ied in, violent, contcon 
salve their consciences, tations with police in London, 


Cam Wars (voune sting that we must recognise and SND. sow tiled Gi the 


targets are. the. meeting 


places of "neh scumbags.” act accordingly against. protests on Saturday. 
it urges supporters to £ Instead, under che umbrella 
afte, sugporters to We have no affinity with Oh tens 

fi group calling itself Sum- 
edie tnt og aie them and their ilk. They fot, Sa the anarchists will 
Boe "Maria “povver. bons must long for the “old take part In a separate atempt 
sed "eace Re uaa Style anarchists" who ce tne sumint alks ae 
St talked a lot and did fuck due to take place on Saturday, 
ated Eaboul Supporters all. This sudden upsurge ——[andon‘on Saturday atlas 


at a tneeting addressed by 
Tory Benn in London. 
‘wnen Ughtea macenes were 
Uyown ‘at spencers and the 
police were called. 
Last neex the Labour 
jurnal ‘Trioune, appe 
lor information wbout Ciass 


in anarchist activity is a will be clear that CND 


threat to their complac: members are not instigating 
"the riseeucoc™. it." a campaign spokesman 


3 
paper of the BUAV, alleged the unreat from te anat 

he {i 
that we vere “NF type ane a hatte 


ae 
The British Union ‘ agitators masquerading as . 
a ; ss “THE SCOTSMAN 
Pecan vk anarchists whose Ft Tie 
ty have ‘an ol = f =: oes POLICE brok tf punks and skinheads 
cai alae sutement als fp Ive! - RICH SCUM-BAGS sole purpose! =n QLICE brake oP FE ae Ball a London's 
soualing shemweives om ‘ attending the fair last night. The gang of 40, who claimed to 
Fete ied alles wi SRE THRNGE; "TEE HORSE & 0UNDS | Gemonstzacion — Readana't ttt Urata aie teh 
f : 3 a 7 F ea ‘ving and toma 
ie aim of creaung tao” BALL HELD 3Y 2 C-¥- COMBATANTS,| was to disrupt ike eaived at the Ororvenor Howse Hotel An 
READ "BEHCLD EXECUTIONERS"). Tee ee coneront Part. Late. One’ punk stig: “We bate tbe rich 


bastards.” 7 
Our. investigato the police". What ', wERtn “NEWS OF THE Syanuo 
Clas wae scion at an they fail to mention is that they tried to prevent us from 
animal mera naly Walon. § distributing papers and after failing to stop us going on the march, asked the police to 


reeeuuy. We met trem Chuck us off it. 


gain selling Class, War Lo i We have been called Nazis when we are vehemetly opposed to all forms of racism and 
jaca union, och ad Fascism, we have been called sexist when we are totally against the exploitation of women in 
Seamtheut eae pete We all its' manifestations, we have been called mindless holligans, thugs and yobboes and all as 
Bale dott sane wie sort thick as 2 short planks. We have the media, anarchist establishment, beurocra s of the peace 
and animal rights movements and mining trade unions against us, but they can all go and have 


‘ROM ©. 
Faon *Sunpay FEWE” 2 slow, early death. Nothing will deter us. WE ARE THE NEW BREED! 


MINERS? SLRIKE 


The repression of the current mining strike is the Tory 
government's most overt offensive on the British working class so far. 

‘Over the next several years, the National Coal Board wants to 
cut about 79,000 more jobs and close about 70 colleries. Such a scale of 
closures would condemn thousands of miners and their children to a life on 


the dole. 


‘The government intends to substitute the UK's coal industry 
with the importation of coal from Fascist states at cheaper rates, and an 
expansion in the nuclear fuels industry. 

‘the strike was initially for an end to unnecessary pit 
closures, except where a pit is unsafe or when coal supplies have 
genuinely been exhausted, and for an end to 'compulsary redundancies! 


(sackings). 
‘The sheer ferocity of the strike has been unprecedented in 
British industrial history, and after almost half a year things are still 
blazing away. The class violence has escalated way beyond the ‘acceptable’ 
level. ‘The Labour Party are resorting to a form of Left Nationalinm in a 
pathetic attempt to curb the healthy developement in political aggro. and 
denounce the miners tactics as "Alien to the temprement and intelligence of 
the British Trade Union movement" but still prattle on about "Victory" at 
their rallies. It has gone far past the stage where the dispute could be 


settled and the tamage repaired through TUC/NCB beurocratic negotiations 
From the picketline resistance at Maltby, Hansfield and 
Ollerton to the pitch battles at Orgreave coking plant what we have now is 
far more than an industrial strike. Such (unrivalled) scenes of class 
violence have never been witnessed here since the NGA picketing of the 
Warrington printworks last year, where youth from the local estates joined 
the workers in the setting up of barricades, rock throwing, setting petrol 
ablaze and fighting the police in a night-long battle. In areas like South 
Yorkshire whole communities are in an almost permenant state of Class War 
with the bosses and Police. School kids have rioted and walked out 
their classes in support. Women have actively participated in 
demonstrations and have made a strong presence on the picketlines, and 
needless to say, the miners themselves have reacted splendidly, ignoring 
crippling Union’ pleas, showing no signs of backing down and have employed 
tactics of direct action, sabotage, vandalism, arson, violence and 
paramilitary hit squads are now making guerilla attacks on Coal, Board 


Property. 


The conduct of the police throughout the strike has shown 
to protect the wealth and 


quite clearly their job, as the State's lackeys, 
acts of intimidation and 


profit of the hosses at all costs, and have use 
brutality towards miners and their families. 

Scabs have deliberately sided with the bosses, the government 
and capitalism, and as such, must be treated with the hostility and 
contempt: they deserve, in.an effort to ‘persuade’ them to discontinue 
their black-leq labour. 

With the strike solidarity of the dockers, steel-workers and 
other work-forces connected to and reliant on the coal industry the miners 
would have the power to call a general strike and the might to bring the 
government to its’ knees, but not as in the 1974 dispute when ‘the 
Conservative government Challenged the mining Trade Union, called a 
general election and was defeated, only to let Labour take over and settle 
the strike. In reality nothing changed. The ruling class gave the 
appearance of losing but had really won again all that had changed was the 
replacement of one form of political domination by another. This time the 
hons class have thrown down the gauntlet to the miners. The name of the 
game is no longer a strike ~ it is nothing short of total war. 

The revolutionary strength of the workers does not lie in the 
trade Unions, which by their sheer beurocracy are not the organisations of 
the people they are meant to represent, and by their nature as the 
cornerstone between labour and capital are reactionary to the nature of 
class struggle, but in autonomous proletarian solidarity for Anarcho- 
Syndicalist workers power. All unions have a history of selling the work- 
force down the river and there is no reason to believe that the NUM is any 
different. The miners, like all rank-and-file workers shouldn't he askin 
for a bigger slice of the cake hut seizing the whole bakery! 

‘The best solidarity we can give the miners is to get out on the 
streets in our own towns and cities. Once the spirit of Maltby and 
Orgreave teams up with the spirit of Toxteth and Brixton 1981 the State 
will have a fight on its’ hands it cannot contain and handle. We failed to 
“make the summer of ‘Bl seem like a tea-party compared to the summer of 
*B4" - now our job is to make this Winter a hot one! 


after ANGAY MEH’ AYA 137% 
Fae of plant. PEW FE Oo Unilitay 
ae riot THE POLICE “°". Dick e; 

ARE BATTERED 


Pit strike ‘more violen cops 


_BASTARDS IN BLUE 


The Filth say they are neutral and claim to take no side in the 
community. This is a total lie; they are firmly on the side of our oppressors. 


The police are in 
[THAT's THE vAY TO po IT3| 


an utenable position. 
Changes in policing methods 
‘over the last decade have 
created a virtually 
autonomous and dangerously 
isolated police force, 
answerable to no-one but 
themselves and operating 
without the support of the 
working community at large. 

‘There is no such 
thing as ‘Policing by 
consent’ - we have never 
been asked or consulted if 
we want these thugs in 
uniform patrolling at our 
doorstep. They are no longer 
the solution to social 
unrest, but are a major part 
of the problem. 

‘The media 
portrays the Old Bill as 
kindly and helpful, but we 
‘The pathetic age-old adage that "there 

1" or that “some of them are 


know the grim reality only too well. 


‘2 few bad apples in the barrel 
erdcone™ mone. b With. .-Tf any copper was ‘alright he'd have Lect 


ight” must be dispelled 
aa eee long ago. The only good pig is a dead one. People aren't stupid - 


‘The on! r 
ff what goes on and no-one nievely joins the 


1 well what the job entails and for the overwhelming 
11y boys is an endearing prospect. 
protection and 
But, they do not 


the force long ago. 
they are all well aware o! 
Constabluary. All know full well what | 

ity, employment as the State's a 
majority: errne people see the police as our only means“of 


would oppose their abolitic: for fear of defencelessness 


. > WP (oe) ) oe 


Here we go! * 


nolidaric proletar 
the bo : 
cieeh and the marginalised won't link.up", now there is a distinct possibility 
tna chia Stil nogpen. The minets' strike is our biggest break yot. the miners 


have shown the way forward. Make sure YOU do. 


ra 


che past inner city rioters have shown little intrest in the 
{an fraternity is dawning on both fractions. No longer will 
clana be safe in their knowledge that "The struggles of the working 


Se 


e EVs 
ND UP FOR YOUR RIOTS 


The outbreak of rioting in 1981 was the most significant 
gesture of political protest in recent times. It symbolised a discontent 
and disposessed generation's attempt to seize direct control of their own 
lives and areas, rejecting all State authority. 

Unfortunatley, the rebellious feeling was nullified, but we can 
only Jearn from our mistakes and guard against it happening again. 

culpable for this were the efforts of community leaders and 
social workers to diffuse peoples' disaffection through a racket of Youth 
oppertunities and Job Creation slave labour schemes. ' 

However, the most intense threat comes {rom the political Left 
and their efforts to mediate class anger for their own ends. Such 
inflammatory situations as the Brixton uprising provided Communist groups 
with the ideal oppertunity to recruit party-fodder by claiming to 
represent the intrests of the rioters. In this way the revolutionary 
potential of urban rioting will be channelled into the same old demo. 
mentality and successfully aborted. 

To counter the 
Services a siege 
Promoted and cultivated 
hostile to all 
bodies trying to adjust 
legal (and, thus, 

Finally we 

ith and actively 

forms of protest. which 
with...Riotn, attacks 

large body of people 

givil disorder must be 

and, more importantly, 

sure that the action 

effective. Any counter~ 
interferance from 

be dealt with severely 

no hesitation. We can 

here for the Reds have 
sell-outs and grasses tn the paat, and the 
present. ‘New Left’ is . probably no’ better. 
It is better to be faced with real enemies like the State than false 
friends like the Left. G 

Spectacular mini-riots should be organised to capture headlines, 
netting an example and sparking off gthers. Against this background, once 
a mood of confrontation has been created, it is our job to consolidate and 
add our political dimension. ‘ 

No Anarchist group is in any position to incite mass rioting at 
this moment in time, but it is up to us to work towards the overthrowal and 
destruction of the State, and therefore, to agitate and prepare. the answer 
lies not in sterile protest, party building or ballot box stuffing but on 
the streets, fighting. Urban rioting and mob violence are the only forms of 
protest with meaning for us. Propaganda and active participation are 
emphatic if we are to build any strong. combative revolutionary movement 
capable of taking to the streets come any insurgent political climate. 

‘The only language politicians understand is SSS 
that of molotov cocktails and burning barricades. WHORVEREIHES 
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exist to protect us - they are there to keep dissent among our ranks, posing 
no threat to governmental authority. Their job in our society is to keep 
everyone in their place; to make sure the poor and homeless stay that way, 
and those who are discriminated against continue to get victimised and 
harassed, and all the time, protect the wealth of the rich. Tt is their 
priority to stop anyone who makes an effort to change this. 

fut the heartwarming 
militancy at mining picket~ 
lines has shown the way for 
future retaliation to police 
intimidation: On the 
offensive. Our violence is the 
only answer to their 
oppression. 

The riots of ‘Al 
showed that they are not 
invincible. For a whole week 
the powers-that-be shook in 
their shoes as town after town 
exploded in class anger and 
drove the police off their streets...where we want them to stay. 

The police are our enemy. An occupation force on our streets who 
must be treated and dealt with as such, using whatever tactics are at our 
disposal. 
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This country is rapidly becoming a Police State, and it is early 
days yet. We are here NOW, they are here Now and we are ALL in very deep 
trouble. 


MINERS? SLRIKE 


The repression of the current mining strike is the Tory 
government's most overt offensive on the British working class so far. 

‘Over the next several years, the National Coal Board wants to 
cut about 79,000 more jobs and close about 70 colleries. Such a scale of 
closures would condemn thousands of miners and their children to a life on 


the dole. 


‘The government intends to substitute the UK's coal industry 
with the importation of coal from Fascist states at cheaper rates, and an 
expansion in the nuclear fuels industry. 

‘the strike was initially for an end to unnecessary pit 
closures, except where a pit is unsafe or when coal supplies have 
genuinely been exhausted, and for an end to 'compulsary redundancies! 


(sackings). 
‘The sheer ferocity of the strike has been unprecedented in 
British industrial history, and after almost half a year things are still 
blazing away. The class violence has escalated way beyond the ‘acceptable’ 
level. ‘The Labour Party are resorting to a form of Left Nationalinm in a 
pathetic attempt to curb the healthy developement in political aggro. and 
denounce the miners tactics as "Alien to the temprement and intelligence of 
the British Trade Union movement" but still prattle on about "Victory" at 
their rallies. It has gone far past the stage where the dispute could be 


settled and the tamage repaired through TUC/NCB beurocratic negotiations 
From the picketline resistance at Maltby, Hansfield and 
Ollerton to the pitch battles at Orgreave coking plant what we have now is 
far more than an industrial strike. Such (unrivalled) scenes of class 
violence have never been witnessed here since the NGA picketing of the 
Warrington printworks last year, where youth from the local estates joined 
the workers in the setting up of barricades, rock throwing, setting petrol 
ablaze and fighting the police in a night-long battle. In areas like South 
Yorkshire whole communities are in an almost permenant state of Class War 
with the bosses and Police. School kids have rioted and walked out 
their classes in support. Women have actively participated in 
demonstrations and have made a strong presence on the picketlines, and 
needless to say, the miners themselves have reacted splendidly, ignoring 
crippling Union’ pleas, showing no signs of backing down and have employed 
tactics of direct action, sabotage, vandalism, arson, violence and 
paramilitary hit squads are now making guerilla attacks on Coal, Board 


Property. 


The conduct of the police throughout the strike has shown 
to protect the wealth and 


quite clearly their job, as the State's lackeys, 
acts of intimidation and 


profit of the hosses at all costs, and have use 
brutality towards miners and their families. 

Scabs have deliberately sided with the bosses, the government 
and capitalism, and as such, must be treated with the hostility and 
contempt: they deserve, in.an effort to ‘persuade’ them to discontinue 
their black-leq labour. 

With the strike solidarity of the dockers, steel-workers and 
other work-forces connected to and reliant on the coal industry the miners 
would have the power to call a general strike and the might to bring the 
government to its’ knees, but not as in the 1974 dispute when ‘the 
Conservative government Challenged the mining Trade Union, called a 
general election and was defeated, only to let Labour take over and settle 
the strike. In reality nothing changed. The ruling class gave the 
appearance of losing but had really won again all that had changed was the 
replacement of one form of political domination by another. This time the 
hons class have thrown down the gauntlet to the miners. The name of the 
game is no longer a strike ~ it is nothing short of total war. 

The revolutionary strength of the workers does not lie in the 
trade Unions, which by their sheer beurocracy are not the organisations of 
the people they are meant to represent, and by their nature as the 
cornerstone between labour and capital are reactionary to the nature of 
class struggle, but in autonomous proletarian solidarity for Anarcho- 
Syndicalist workers power. All unions have a history of selling the work- 
force down the river and there is no reason to believe that the NUM is any 
different. The miners, like all rank-and-file workers shouldn't he askin 
for a bigger slice of the cake hut seizing the whole bakery! 

‘The best solidarity we can give the miners is to get out on the 
streets in our own towns and cities. Once the spirit of Maltby and 
Orgreave teams up with the spirit of Toxteth and Brixton 1981 the State 
will have a fight on its’ hands it cannot contain and handle. We failed to 
“make the summer of ‘Bl seem like a tea-party compared to the summer of 
*B4" - now our job is to make this Winter a hot one! 
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The outbreak of rioting in 1981 was the most significant 
gesture of political protest in recent times. It symbolised a discontent 
and disposessed generation's attempt to seize direct control of their own 
lives and areas, rejecting all State authority. 

Unfortunatley, the rebellious feeling was nullified, but we can 
only Jearn from our mistakes and guard against it happening again. 

culpable for this were the efforts of community leaders and 
social workers to diffuse peoples' disaffection through a racket of Youth 
oppertunities and Job Creation slave labour schemes. ' 

However, the most intense threat comes {rom the political Left 
and their efforts to mediate class anger for their own ends. Such 
inflammatory situations as the Brixton uprising provided Communist groups 
with the ideal oppertunity to recruit party-fodder by claiming to 
represent the intrests of the rioters. In this way the revolutionary 
potential of urban rioting will be channelled into the same old demo. 
mentality and successfully aborted. 
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present. ‘New Left’ is . probably no’ better. 
It is better to be faced with real enemies like the State than false 
friends like the Left. G 

Spectacular mini-riots should be organised to capture headlines, 
netting an example and sparking off gthers. Against this background, once 
a mood of confrontation has been created, it is our job to consolidate and 
add our political dimension. ‘ 

No Anarchist group is in any position to incite mass rioting at 
this moment in time, but it is up to us to work towards the overthrowal and 
destruction of the State, and therefore, to agitate and prepare. the answer 
lies not in sterile protest, party building or ballot box stuffing but on 
the streets, fighting. Urban rioting and mob violence are the only forms of 
protest with meaning for us. Propaganda and active participation are 
emphatic if we are to build any strong. combative revolutionary movement 
capable of taking to the streets come any insurgent political climate. 

‘The only language politicians understand is SSS 
that of molotov cocktails and burning barricades. WHORVEREIHES 
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exist to protect us - they are there to keep dissent among our ranks, posing 
no threat to governmental authority. Their job in our society is to keep 
everyone in their place; to make sure the poor and homeless stay that way, 
and those who are discriminated against continue to get victimised and 
harassed, and all the time, protect the wealth of the rich. Tt is their 
priority to stop anyone who makes an effort to change this. 

fut the heartwarming 
militancy at mining picket~ 
lines has shown the way for 
future retaliation to police 
intimidation: On the 
offensive. Our violence is the 
only answer to their 
oppression. 

The riots of ‘Al 
showed that they are not 
invincible. For a whole week 
the powers-that-be shook in 
their shoes as town after town 
exploded in class anger and 
drove the police off their streets...where we want them to stay. 

The police are our enemy. An occupation force on our streets who 
must be treated and dealt with as such, using whatever tactics are at our 
disposal. 
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This country is rapidly becoming a Police State, and it is early 
days yet. We are here NOW, they are here Now and we are ALL in very deep 
trouble. 
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We reject the concept of pacifism as obso: 
impractical in current society, and maintain that since we arse! 
oppressed by the government and monarchy using coercive means e.g. the 
police and Armed Forces, any subversive civilian resistance must, 

! a form of m e 

logically, take the form of militant direct action, guerilia tactics 

, Those who protect the positions of our rulers will 4 

| lives. Their strategy will be brutal and ruthless so our attack must be 

seven more so if we are to succeed. We must tear down the walls of the 

| establishment and eradicate ali that supports then. The only way to 
chieve this is faying the its' own ‘ng fore! 

peceere se y playing fate at its’ own game and meeting force 

The system will never collapse or capitulate by itself. 

jean only be proportional to the amount of force put inte‘it, Ia shores 

; If you don't push something it won't fall. : 2 

Anarchy will never be obtained through a “rejection of the 
systems morals" as there will always be an elite who perpetuate these 
morals and enforce them on the rest of us. It is only when the ruling 
class are overthrown that we will be able to abolish the class structure 
and initiate a classless society. 

Mental liberation is self indulgent egotistical escapism, when 
offered as a solution to the evils of our society.A convenient way of 
copping out and looking after no. 1. If any change is to take place it 
will not come from passively dropping out and rejecting the system 
through a marijuana haze from the safety of a country commune, but from 
actively attacking it. 

‘The struggle for an anarchist society can only succeed when 
people are prepared to defy the law and seize direct control over 
industry, education, welfare etc. and defend these gains by force. Those 
who are prepared to'challenge the state and work for its' downfali, they 


fo destruction of property, where no 


are the ones who have earned the right to call themselves anarchists. 
It is debatable whether "violence breeds violence” ~ all said 

and done it probably does but so what? Does that mean it can never be 

justified or condoned? More often than not it is the only to an end. 


Common pacifist lines of argument such as the pathetic "using 
force against your oppressors makes you as bad as then" are diluting 
anarchism and must be hastily dispelled with. The absurdity of such a 
Statement is apparent when,put into logical perspective, the conclusion 
is that if someone had assassinated Hitler it would have made him as bad 
as the Fuher himself! 

Refusing to “enforce your beliefs onto others" who will go to 
any lengths to turn the tables, is simply conforming the opponents hope 
that you will put up no fight and will be easily walked over. 

Pacifism is Passive-ism.ft is the contraceptive of revolutionary 
progress and is totally incapable of changing society. The sooner that is 
Pealised, the sooner anything constructive can get underway. A lack of 
fdeological cohesion has hampered the anarchist movement from its’ 
roots. Admittedly, we are all fighting the same enemy and solidarity 
should be aimed for with all those with basically the same aim, but 
fhen there is such a doctrine as ‘pacifist-anarchism' it is obvious we are 
ta dire state of affairs. Anarchism and pacifism are two polarised 
doctrines which do not, and should not, go together. There cannot be such 
a thing as an "Anarcho-pacifist" just as there cannot be a radical 

eral. There are those in the movement who defile all that anarchism 
stands for and yet have the audacity to affiliate themselves with a 


political label people have been murdered and pernenently imprisoned £95 _[aiqnciisy 15 ANTI-AUTHORITY, NOT ANTI-ORGANISATION. ORGANISE, x 


MILITANT ANARCHISM STRIKES BACK WITH A VENGEANCE! § 


dopting a nua-violent stance 
nd a desire to attain respectability and 
1g down of militancy in order 


their adherence to. Those who take @ passive role in the Anarchist 
struggle should simply get off our backs, they are not needed and even 
less wanted. : 
‘Anarchy is no longer synonomous with revolution, Pacifism is 
rife in the anarchist movement and like a weed in a flower bed, if 
corrppting and corroding it, hindering its' growth. Contrived and 
meaningless rhetoricél sloganeering is appearing, depressingly more 
frequent in the dross that for ‘Anarchist literature’ these days, 
From a random look through an average anarchist journal one would get 

the impression it is either about the Spanish civil war and various 
obscure revolutions occurring down the centuries, reading more like a 
history book than anything else...or, peace camps, veganism and poxy 
love'n'flowers drivel. And to top it all there has recently appeared a 
Rew and unprecedently wet phonemonon, sprung up as an amalgamation of 
pacifism and. ecology, punk and hippy culture, calling itself ‘Green 
anarchism’. These and the 101 other varieties of piss-poor anarchist 
literary excrement cropping up abundantly are fouling the atmosphere 

and are destroying the disemination of anarchist ideas to those who 

would inmediatley alienated by this existentialist gobbledygook and 

also further confuse those attracted to the libertarian ideology. 
Anarchism should be a threat - not a nice,safe marketable commodity 
destined for the bookshelf. The time has come to hit back and to hit them 
where it hurts. Rathur than strive to be a thorn in the systems flesh 

we must strive to be a knife in its’ back. 

Fundamentally, there is no difference between unarmed British 
Police diverting demonstrators up a number of blind alleys en route to 
their assembly point, and armed West German police blocking their path 
with armoured tanks. The repression is there whether subtle or overt. 

Riot gases, water cannon and rubber and plastic bullets are 
already stockpiled in police stations and army barracks the length of the 
land and have already been used in Northern Ireland. The government would 
not hesitate to authorise the use of these potentially lethal weapons to 
suppress any dissent threatening the safety of state and realm. 

We believe there will be a time when in the face of state 
repression, there will be no choice but for us to arm ourselves, 
fight back, rise up and challenge the state. (Which, interestingly, is 
something most pacifists see as inevitable and admit, so why do they 
allign themselves with a doctrine which would render participation in such 
an insurgence totally incompatable with their beliefs?) 

A pacifist stance seems to be frequently used as a convenient 
escape route for those enthuiastic to adopt a respectable, moral cover for 
cowardice and a desire to abdicate oneself from all responsibility to 
protect others less able to defend themselves. 

‘A frequent contradiction of insurrectionist theory claims that 
in the event of a popular uprising attaining maximum support of the 
general public, the police and armed forces would be totally impotent and 
thus, revolutionary violence would simply not be needed. This is 
unrealistic as any revolt will have authoritarian opposition and 
unavoidably, opposition instigates confrontation. 

fe see it as a necessity of autonomous libertarian survival that 
in the post-revolt formation of society those who pose a direct threat to 
its’ ultimate quarry should simply be exterminated; The Monarchy, the 
aristocracy and pierage, plutocratic politicians of Left and Right wing, 
top rank military officials, multi-national arms dealers, the police 
force and all those responsible for abusive crimes against the working 
people. Also the organisation of citizens militias is imperative if, for 
instance, NATO decided to smash the new society, loyalists decided to 
stage a counter coup, a foreign country decided to invade or even if 
counter revolutionaries from opposing political factions made an effort 
* All political opposition must be dealt with severely and 
this may seem, there is no point in struggling for an 
anarchist society if, efter it has been attained, no precautions are taken 
to safeguard its’ developement and future. After the insurrection 
there will be only 2 laws for human beings: 1) Respect yourself. 

2) Respect others. Mutual aid and co-operation are going to be the 
{ntegral factors in our libertarian society; a network of federally 
organised, de-centralised regional communities operating under 

a councillist system in which each community has a floating 
Syndicate from which a democratically chosen delegate represents 
the community in each quarterly general confrence. [Apologies for 
the wordiness of the previous piece, but ‘Blueprints for a 
revolutionary society’ are probably the most complicated part of 
radical literature. All anarchist publications say how nice an 
anarchist society would be, but none actually say what it would be 
like and how it would operate]. 

But that is the future - it is in our hands and we must 
fight for it. We must establish ourselves as a political fighting 
force to be reckoned with. There can be no room for parties or 
vanguards. Our only hope is in revolt and the sooner we rise...the 
better. In the meantime 
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Nuclear war?NO THANKS!-Class war? YES PLEASE!!! 


Enough is enough... too long have ve suffered enpty rhetoric and broken 
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THORNY QUESTION OF CLASS 


This article was partly written in response to a 
newspaper called ‘Working Class Times’ and a 
subsequent document ‘A critique of the final 
issue of Class War’ by the Splat! Collective. 


It is also an attempt to put down my own thoughts on the 
thorny question of class based on arguments I have had and 
observations I have made, mainly through my involvement in 
Haringey Solidarity Group, a mixed group of libertarian socialists 
and anarchists in north London. 

Somewhere in the ‘Critique..’ the 
Splat! Collective write "There has 
not been, nor is there today, a 
single body of ideas and theories 
called ‘Anarchism’ . So it is 
understandable that groups calling 
themselves ‘Anarchist’ rarely, if 
ever, define what it is". However 
they write a whole newspaper 
littered with the terms ‘working 
class' and ‘middle class' without 
ever seeming to see any problems 
with these terms. Compared to 
trying to define 'working class’ and 
‘middle class’, ‘Anarchism’ is a 

tight consistent body of ideas! 


TEACHERS 

In large parts 'Working Class Times’ 
is unexceptional. It reads like any 
Leftist paper except for their rather a 
strange notion that the ruling 
class, or bourgeoisie, does not 
exist, and that they are "all middle 
class". This seems to be so they 
can lump teachers in with the 
bosses as part of the system. 
(Which of course they are, though 
perhaps not as simply as this 
suggests). Their obsession with 
unions for example is typical Leftist 
fare and would probably be a 
reasonable picture of working class 
organisation, circa 1979. 
Unfortunately things have moved on since then, and not always for 
the better. 

It was once said that all sociology was "an argument with the 
ghost of Marx". These days all arguments about class, especially if 
you take a Marxist framework as a starting off point tend to be an 
argument with the "ghosts of sociology". Having looked at a recent 
sociological book on the subject I realised the problems that I 
thought were problems were just the tip of the iceberg. Time to put 
down the book! (1) Suffice it to say that this is a quick bus ride 
around the subject. 

Nevertheless it's worth pointing out that all theories of class are 
intellectual constructions of reality rather than the reality itself. 

To a large extent, the model you use produces the picture that the 
model suggests. Most sociological writing on class and all official 
statistics are based on bourgeois social models, following on from 
Weber, aimed at proving the diversity yet fundamental cohesion of 
society rather than its polarity and splitting into antagonistic 
classes. 

This bourgeois sociology is repeated in a more persuasive form in 
the media, so that on the few occasions we see discussion of the 
working class we are presented with a stereotype male, cloth cap 


The ruling class - people we've never heard of (in this 
particular case, Alan Spall and Charles Miller Smith, finance 
director and chief executive of ICI) 


on head, whippet in the yard and pigeons down at the allotment. 
Not surprisingly this can safely be relegated to the past along with 
trade union ‘dinosaurs’ and the penny farthing. We are “all middle 
class now" in the adman's world and the increasingly 
undifferentiable programmes in between. 

Part of the problem with class is that we use the term ina 
number of different ways that overlap one with the other. In 
everyday discussion ‘class’ commonly means either (a) social origin; 
(b) customs and habits; (c) status; (d) income; (e) function; (f) 
class consciousness. 

To cut rather a lot of discussion short 
it is clear that all of these uses create 
| problems with clearcut definitions of 
class. Just to ask a few questions from 
S| my own experience will suffice to show 
this. Is someone born working class who 
is now a lawyer middle class? Is an ex- 
miner who is now a self employed painter 
& decorator petit-bourgeois? Is a train 
driver who earns more than a teacher 
middle class? Is a foreman middle class? 

A lot of Leftist writing seems to see 
being working class as if it was a brand 
people were given in the womb with no 
power to change. After a lifetime of 
limited chances you will die in a paupers 
grave, seems to be the picture. That 
there are limitations on working class life 
is obvious, the extent to which people 
transcend these limitations is also of 
7 interest. 

The extent to which working people 
want to escape from their role can 
explain why Tory policies such as council 
house sales could be popular, whereas 
Left support for the bureaucracy of the 
welfare state has little popular 
resonance. This desire to transcend 
limitations should give us optimism. 

The large scale refusal of work and the 
social unrest that went with it in the 
1960's and 70's provoked a ruling class 
response from the imposition of the IMF 
loan in 1976, under the last Labour 
government, onwards. From the defeat of the Tory government by 
the miners in 1974 the Conservatives planned a series of attacks on 
unions backed by the creation of mass unemployment as Capital 
relocated to other countries. This strategy nearly came undone on 
many occasions - the steelworkers strike of 1980 and the miners 
strike of 1984-5 being notable examples. Without the aid of the 
Labour Party and the trade union bureaucracy this restructuring 
could never have succeeded. 


DECLINE OF THE CLASS? 


Today the number of workers in trade unions has fallen 
dramatically and they tend to be concentrated in what remains of 
manufacturing and the public sector. Large sectors such as 
retailing and catering have expanded with a largely part time, 
largely female and generally union free workforce. Wages in these 
sectors are considerably lower than in unionised sectors. This has 
led some observers to talk about 'the decline of the working class’. 
(2) 

To some extent we could talk about a division within the working 
class between highly paid unionised workers and non-unionised 
casual workers. Some industries, such as the building trade have 
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been almost entirely casualised. However there are factors working 
against this picture, such as the attack by employers on all workers 
conditions. Even some quite middle class groups of workers, such 
as teachers, have found themselves under increasing attack. 

We have also seen some strikes recently amongst casualised and 
mainly immigrant workers aimed at unionising and improving 
conditions as at JJ Fast Foods and Arnouti bakery in north 
London. Although both these strikes were largely unsuccessful they 
may be a pointer to future struggles. Neither should we equate 
trade unions with class struggle - in France, where there are far 
fewer workers in trade unions, there are is also a higher level of 
class struggle. 


LIVES OF THE RICH 


The Splat! Collective claim that the ruling class does not exist, and 
from everyday experience one could be forgiven for thinking so, 
since we rarely visit their schools, their clubs or their social events. 
In fact the rich live a life quite apart from the vast majority of the 
population - this doesn't however mean they don't exist! The 
Splat! Collective ask rhetorically ‘where is the ruling class in the 
nuclear power industry?'- but if you look at this industry, or any 
other, you can clearly see a set of people who are in control and 
are able to set their own remuneration either in the form of ‘salary’ 
or dividends. 

That some parts of industry are supposedly owned by 'the public’ 
should not blind us to their essentially capitalist organisation, 
generally so that costs to industry can be laid at the door of the 
tax-payer. Increasingly a small number of transnational 
companies are dominating world trade. The people who control 
these companies are not middle class, they are ruling class. As 
Earth First! have said 'the people who are raping the planet have 
names and home addresses’. 


It's important to see any meaning we attach to the word class is 
socially constructed rather than a given. It’s fairly obvious that a 
lot of white collar workers differ little in their lack of control of the 
workplace, their conditions of work or their wages from manual 
workers. 

This doesn't mean that a bank clerk is the same as a miner - they 
may have completely different experiences of life. Of course they 
don't have the respect that miners do in the labour movement - but 
maybe if they held their boss hostage as bank clerks have done 
during disputes in France they might start to gain it. 

It is also true that there is a middle class, who by their function 
have either a managerial or ideological role in the reproduction of 
capital. Members of this class may find themselves in conflict with 
the system if their professional status is threatened. Whilst we 
should always be wary of attempts to defend privilege, we should 
make common cause where we have common interests. 

The creation of class identity is a continuous activity which 
competes with other self definitions. Vastly more workers have 
lived and died for the cause of nationalism in the twentieth 
century than have for any sort of socialism. 

It is also about the creation of alliances for instance between 
bank clerks and miners or workers of different countries that can 
change things towards a society without capital and classes. If 
‘class’ is going to mean anything progressive then ideas, including 

the broad ideas of ‘anarchism’, are going to have to be fought for 
amongst working people. 


References: (1) Stephen Edgell 'Class' (1993);(2) Eric Hopkins ‘The 
rise and decline of the English working classes’ (1991). 
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COMMUNITY CONFEDERATIONS 


We are all aware that this is a time of 
extraordinary opportunity for left-libertarian 
ideas. The corruption and incompetence of all 
forms of hierarchical institutions in our society 
has been clearly demonstrated in recent years 
even to those who have little or no idea about 
the constructive alternatives to the authority 
principle. 

In particular the change of government in Britain has 
dramatically highlighted in the space of only a few months that 
politicians simply have no meaningful answers to the problems we 
all face. Indeed. it is central to the rhetoric of modern politicians 
that we are all prisoners of the market, of conditions beyond our 
control or of paralysing pragmatism~. 

The challenge to Anarchists is now, more than ever, to 
contribute something positive to what remains of civil society. 
Angry condemnation of capitalism and hatred of the state are very 
cheap indeed; the culture of protest is debased. 


IN THE PIT 


It is not merely that protests are monotonously defeated, they are 
defeatist. In order to create the new society we must present 
positive alternatives to people who have no desire to join us in the 
pit of despair! 

The conditions are right for a different kind of movement built 
on foundations of confidence, an Anarchism of hope and 
construction. The state will always win on battlefields of its own 
choosing - confrontation with the marginalised in the streets - but 
it cannot and will not stand against a vibrant alternative to its 
destruction of society. 


The clues that lead towards the creation of the new society lie 
scattered all around.us. They are being picked up by thousands of 
people, most of whom are not Anarchists, but who are trying to 
piece together a more humane society very much against the tide. 
You and I may easily dismiss the naivete of LETS schemes, or the 
New Age optimism of vague green awareness, but unless we 
contribute to the debates which have given rise to such first steps 
we achieve nothing by constantly representing the voice of doom. 

Our ideological squabbles are, in reality, the pathetic ravings of 
the delusional. It simply does not matter whether you believe that 
class struggle, primitivism, syndicalism, or whatever, is the one 
and only truth. Next time you are feeling sectarian, wake up and 
smell the coffee! No one is listening to you. And the only thing 
that will make people take notice of us, and drag us back from the 
abyss of irrelevance, is positive action in support of the only 
principles that matter: liberty, ecology and communism. 

Imagine an organisation along classical Anarchist lines: a 
massively decentralised network without paid officers, operating 
direct democracy and a delegate-based confederacy. It would have 
a branch in every town in the country, and share one aim, the 
creation of practical examples of an Anarchist way of life at street 
level. 

Such a positive organisation could, with very limited initial 
resources, become a community-enhancing resource for everyone 
wishing to co-operate with it. Such projects as the new 
organisation might undertake are already motivating many people 
in Britain, but in a piecemeal way, and without the revolutionary 

awareness necessary if the alternative society is to become a 
fundamental challenge to what most people accept as the 
inevitable way of things. 
In short, the task at hand is to grow an alternative society based 
in reborn communities, with an alternative economy based on 
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